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While we were camping at Satsukul, we were soaked by
tempests of drenching rain, which seemed incongruous in such
an utterly dry country; but the storm cleared the air, so that
we were able to enjoy a glorious panorama of the snowy Zanskar
peaks as we passed back over the Chang La. After camping
once again on the old site at Sakti, we did a forced march in
order to reach Leh in one day. We followed the bank of the
Indus over a terribly hot and dreary stretch and eventually
entered one of the longest and richest belts of farming in all
Ladak, the chief centre of which was the fine monastery of
Tikse, which, however, we had only time to admire from the
outside. The water was conducted all over the area through
innumerable rills shaded by huge willows. The farm-houses
were more than usually spacious and prosperous-looking. In
the swampy flats the ground was thickly covered with irises,
but they were not in flower. It must be a most attractive
district in springtime.

The last stage of the return journey crossed the sandy -and
stony plain that leads from the river up to Leh; these last miles
were very tedious at the end of a long day.   We skirted immense
Mara walls; in one place some person, actuated perhaps by the
wish to give passers-by an opportunity for gaining extra merit,
had placed a circular Mam', surrounded by a wall that left only
a narrow passage, barely wide enough for a man on horseback,
Many must yield to the temptation of passing on the wrong
side of the Mam', thus falling into the power of devils.   Perhaps
an enterprising devil built it!   Out of curiosity we asked Norbu
whether he could explain the injunction on all men to turn the
right side towards sacred monuments and he admitted that he
could only say that it was the custom.   He did not even sug-
gest that to turn the left side would bring bad luck.   We quoted
to him the proverb about minding the devils on the left-hand
side and added that whereas the turning of the right side was
meant as a mark of respect and an expression of adherence to
the truth that the Mani formula comprised, the left side was
kept for the devils as a sign of renouncing the vices of which
they were really personifications.   This explanation seemed to
please him greatly.

Night had fallen before we entered Leh and gained the old
camping-place in the garden, where our friend Ghulam gave us
a splendid welcome. Turkish scented tea was brewed, and